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OPINION 1625 

Thyene Simon, 1885 (Arachnida, Araneae): given precedence over 
Mithion Simon, 1884 

Ruling 

(1) Under the plenary powers the generic name Thyene Simon, 1885 is hereby given 
precedence over Mithion Simon, 1884 whenever the two names are considered to be 
synonyms. 

(2) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Generic Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) Thyene Simon, 1885 (gender: feminine), type species by monotypy Attus 
imperialis Rossi, 1847, with the endorsement that it is to be given precedence 
over Mithion Simon, 1884 whenever the two names are considered to be 
synonyms; 

(b) Mithion Simon, 1884 (gender: masculine), type species by monotypy Mithion 
semiargentens Simon, 1884, with the endorsement that it is not to be given 
priority over Thyene Simon, 1885 whenever the two names are considered to be 
synonyms. 

(3) The following names are hereby placed on the Official List of Specific Names in 
Zoology: 

(a) imperial is Rossi, 1847, as published in the binomen Attus imperials (specific 
name of the type species of Thyene Simon, 1885); 

(b) semiargenteus Simon, 1884, as published in the binomen Mithion semiargenteus 
(specific name of the type species of Mithion Simon, 1884). 

History of Case 2649 

An application for the conservation of the generic name Thyene Simon, 1885 by 
suppressing the little used senior subjective synonym Mithion Simon, 1884 was received 
from Dr Jerzy Proszynski {Zaklad Zoologii WSRP, Siedlce, Poland) on 4 March 1988. 
After correspondence the case was published in BZN 46: 112-113 (June 1989). Notice 
of the case was sent to appropriate journals. No comments were received. 

The application was sent to the Commission for voting on 1 March 1990. The 
proposals on BZN 46: 113 received a majority (15 votes Tor’, 11 ‘Against’, with 1 
abstention and 1 absentee), but failed to reach the two-thirds majority required for the 
suppression of Mithion. On 1 September 1990 the application was submitted for a 
revote, under the Bylaws of the Commission. 

It was noted on the voting paper that Mithion semiargenteus Simon, 1884, the type 
species of Mithion Simon, 1884, is said to be congeneric, but not synonymous, with 
T. imperialis (Rossi, 1847), the type species of Thyene Simon, 1885. T. imperialis is 
known from the whole Mediterranean region; in the European part it occurs as the 
single representative of the genus and there is no doubt of its identity and description. 
There are some 34 species placed in Thyene. It was also noted on the voting paper 
that the status of Mithion should be considered with regard only to its type species 
M. semiargenteus ; the other species which have been included may not even be 
congeneric with semiargenteus. A representative list of 13 references, from 1885 to 
1987, showing usage of Thyene is held by the Commission Secretariat. 
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Four Commissioners (Cogger, Holthuis, Kraus and Mroczkowski) who voted in 
March 1990 against the original application, suggested that to give Thyene precedence 
over Mithion would be preferable to suppressing Mithion . This course would mean 
that authors who considered the names to be synonyms would use Thyene instead of 
Mithion , while the latter name would be used only by workers who did not consider 
M. semiargenteus to be congeneric with T. imperialis. Both names would be placed on 
the Official List of Generic Names. 

In September 1990, both alternatives, suppression of Mithion (proposal B), and 
precedence of Thyene over Mithion (proposal C), were offered for voting. Both courses 
involved the use of the plenary powers, and in proposal A the Commission was asked to 
agree to this. Commissioners were invited to record a preference for B or C even if 
voting against A. 

Decision of the Commission 

On 1 September 1990 the members of the Commission were invited to vote. At the 
close of the voting period on 1 December 1990 the votes were as follows: 

Proposal A. Affirmative votes — 21: Bayer, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Hahn, Heppell, 
Kabata, Kraus, Macpherson, Mahnert, Martins de Souza, Minelli, Mroczkowski, 
Nielsen, Nye, Ride, Savage, Starobogatov, Trjapitzin, Ueno, Willink 

Negative votes — 5: Bock, Holthuis, Lehtinen, Schuster and Thompson. 

Proposal B — 6: Heppell, Kabata, Martins de Souza, Nielsen, Ride and Willink. 

Proposal C— 16: Bayer, Bock, Cocks, Cogger, Corliss, Hahn, Kraus, Macpherson, 
Mahnert, Minelli, Mroczkowski, Nye, Savage, Schuster, Trjapitzin and Ueno. 

No votes were received from Halvorsen. Dupuis abstained: he did not trust Simon’s 
judgement in matters of nomenclature (see comment on BZN 47: 223). No vote for 
proposal B or C was received from Starobogatov. Lehtinen said that since the syntypes 
of the type species were preserved in a major museum, the senior name Mithion should 
not be rejected simply because more species had been included in the junior nominal 
genus. Thompson considered that since the original proposals failed to reach a two- 
thirds majority in the first vote in March 1990, the Principle of Priority should not be set 
aside and the older name Mithion should be used. Martins de Souza commented that to 
give Thyene precedence over Mithion , with the latter name to be used only by workers 
who did not consider M. semiargenteus to be congeneric with T. imperialis , would cause 
confusion in the future. 

Original references 

The following are the original references to the names placed on Official Lists by the ruling 
given in the present Opinion: 

imperialis , Attus , Rossi, 1847, Naturwissenschaftliche Abhandlungen (Wien, Ed. W. Haidinger), 
1: 12. 

Mithion Simon, 1884, Bulletin de la Societe Zoologique de France , 9: 4. 
semiargenteus , Mithion , Simon, 1884, Bulletin de la Societe Zoologique de France , 9:4. 

Thyene Simon, 1885, Bulletin de la Societe Zoologique de France , 10: 4. 



